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Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New York
Summer 2026

Governor's Message

It is a privilege to deliver my first message as Governor
of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State
of New York. My election during this past spring’s
131t Annual Meeting was made even more special as
in 2026 we - as descendants of some of the earliest
settlers — observe the 250" anniversary of the founding
of the United States and the signing of the Declaration
of Independence. This celebration calls to mind the
resilience of our ancestors and the principles that were
present in Plymouth in 1620 and in our country today.

As we celebrate this historic semi-quincentennial
year, we have much of which to be proud. We have
a committed and involved Board of Assistants (see
page 3 for three of our newest members); robust and
engaged colonies (see page 5 for two well-attended
upstate spring luncheons); expanding educational
programs (see page 10 for a list of nearly 100 schools
which partnered with the NYSOMD and presented
American History awards during this milestone year);
and most importantly, we continue to strengthen our
pipeline of new members through our growing Little
Pilgrims Program (Junior Affiliate Members) (see page
9 for a glimpse of our inaugural event).

With profound gratitude to former Governor Justin
Abelow for his committed and thoughtful stewardship
for the past four years, I would like to share the insight
he shared at the Annual Meeting, that “Our Society
is, indeed, an educational society... A very special kind of
educational society honoring our family heritage, because
this set of interlocking and interdependent cousinages descend
from those intrepid Pilgrims.” Our educational mission
encompasses more than classroom educators and
scholarship awards, in fact, every event we host is an
opportunity for our members to learn more about their
own family’s unique history while helping to preserve
our collective American History.

With a handful of remaining events this year -
SailFourth: A Historic Walking Tour & Museum
Reception (July 7), Fall Reception: An Evening of
Interactive Theater & Reception (September 17), and
our tentpole event — the 72" Annual Mayflower Ball
(November 7) — I hope you will join us to champion
our shared mission while enjoying the festivities.

As our ancestors before us weathered the variable and
unpredictable winds to land them in this New World,
and as our more recent group of relatives founded
the New York Society — the very first Mayflower State
Society, established in 1894 —it is with great enthusiasm
that I begin this journey as your Governor. I hope our
paths cross soon and often, and look forward to many
future shared Mayflower memories.

Welcome aboard!

Sincerely,
Charles “Trip” Dorkey III

Gov. Charles “Trip” Dorkey III with Gov. Emer. Justin D. Abelow
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Executive Director's Message

What a year it has already been! Since January the NYSOMD has
hosted a sold-out Movie Premiere & Screening (aka our annual
Cousins Dinner, with 3 movie shorts courtesy of Plimoth Patuxet
narrated by Richard Pickering, see page 14 and our website);
welcomed 100 members for a true passing of the torch Annual
Meeting (leadership transformations are always bittersweet,
see page 14 for highlights from this event); presented nearly
200 high school juniors and seniors with Compact Awards
(#AmericanHistory for the win, see page 10 for all the details
about the growth of our educational programs); and in the year
of national celebration - inaugurated a program to recognize
longevity of membership (did you know that nearly 100 members
have been affiliated with the New York Society for fifty years or
more? See page 12 for all the names of our dedicated members).

Alexis Morledge placing the Governor's Medal on new NYSOMD
Governor Charles “Trip” Dorkey 111 at the 131* Annual Meeting

It’s an honor and privilege to serve as Executive Director each and every year, but most especially during the
250% anniversary of the founding of this great nation — where so many of the principles, policies and pillars of our
society still in existence today are a direct result of the original, brave and committed passengers on the Mayflower.

Please don't be a stranger — either in the office or at an event!

Wishing you all a year of smooth sailing,
Alexis B. Morledge
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Welcomes

Anne Roland Métrailler joins the BOA after a lifetime of dedicated membership. Recognized
at the Annual Meeting for her longevity, Anne has been a member of the NYSOMD for over
80 years, encouraging her two children — Anne and Edouard Métrailler — to join as well.
Anne has been a longtime force at the annual Mayflower Ball, working closely with the Ball
Advisory Committee to ensure that each cohort of debutantes is trained in the fine art of
making their curtsey and debut. Anne is an avid attendee of all NYSOMD events, engaging
with all members at cocktail receptions, film screenings and author lectures.

Ashley Miltich is a descendant of Myles Standish and joined in early 2025. She is
co-chair of our Little Pilgrims Program (Junior Affiliate Members), working hard with
data management and planning details of this newly formed committee. Originally
from Michigan and now living in New York City, she works for Apple and is a retired
ballet dancer. She enjoys spending time in nature, reading, attending ballet and
opera performances, and occasionally playing video games. A lover of history and

genealogy, Ashley is honored to celebrate and preserve her Mayflower heritage for

Ashley Miltich and Evan Tousey at the  fiyture generations.
71 Annual Mayflower Ball

Evan Tousey joined the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New York in 2024 and is a proud
descendant of William Brewster. He is actively involved in the Young Members Committee. Evan is a graduate of
Stony Brook and New York Universities and works in foreign exchange trading. He resides on Long Island with
his wife and two children and enjoys running in his spare time.

Board Members at the 2026 Annual Meeting from left to right:
Tom Pike, Jr., Erika Billick, Ashley Miltich, Jennifer Rolfe, Trip Dorkey, Susan Abanor, Jamie Gerard,
Fred Stillman, Adelaide Farah, Justin Abelow, Jennifer Dobbs, and Christian Remmel

Limited Edition Merchandise

OF MAYFLOWER
DESCENDANTS
1894

i

5,

Patriotic Pocket Squares - $50 Sail4th Challenge Coin - $17.76

Scan the QR Code to visit our Regalia page to purchase these limited edition items
and more! Act fast because once they're gone, they're gone!




Happenings in the Commonwealth

A Message From...
we Maytlower
dSociety

The 44™ General Congress
September 11-16, 2026 - Plymouth, Massachusetts

The General Society of Mayflower Descendants invites
all members to gather in Plymouth, Massachusetts,
for the Forty-fourth General Congress, September 11-
16, 2026, where America’s founding story unfolds at
its source. Walk the very ground where the Pilgrims
settled in 1620, and experience a town where history is
not preserved behind glass, but lives in the landscape
itself. Plymouth is not merely a destination—it is a
homecoming for all Mayflower Descendants!

Mayflower Congress is a wonderful opportunity to
meet and reconnect with Mayflower cousins, and be
involved in Society business and decision-making. All
members and family/guests are welcome.

‘“‘

On Thursday, September 10", we invite you to enjoy
an exclusive day in Boston, culminating in a private
dinner in Plymouth, in celebration of genealogy,
history, and The Mayflower Society while offering a
rare opportunity to engage with our shared history. It
includes:

* An exclusive visit to New England Historic
Genealogical  Society/American  Ancestors,
featuring VIP tours of the Family Heritage
Experience and the Brim De-Forest Library.

* Time to explore Newbury Street, Boston’s
premier dining and shopping destination in the
historic Back Bay, along with the Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum.

* Aprivate dinner at The Mayflower Society House,
hosted by Governor General Lisa Pennington.

The event is available to Mayflower Society members
and friends for a $1,000 philanthropic donation
in support of the National Pilgrim Memorial
Meetinghouse renovation, helping to preserve this
enduring symbol of our shared Pilgrim heritage for
generations to come. Transportation is included.

Only a limited number of seats remain. Please contact
Cheryl Soares at 508-746-3188 x21 today to reserve
your place.

A Message From...

PLIMOTH W% PATUXET

MUSEUMS

Mayflower Sails 2026
July 10-15, 2026 - Boston, Massachusetts

This summer, Mayflower II sails into the city where
the American Revolution took hold with Sail
Boston, and Plimoth Patuxet Museums invites you
to commemorate the journey that carved a path to
1776 with us!

Welcome Sail in Boston Harbor
Friday, July 10 from 10:30 AM to 2 PM

Ship Boarding, Fan Pier, Boston Seaport

Step aboard for a rare daytime sail and experience the
harbor from the deck of one of the most iconic ships
in the world. This unforgettable journey offers a new
perspective on a vessel that helped shape the course
of history.

Spars Under the Stars
Friday, July 10 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

Fan Pier, Boston Seaport

On the eve of Sail Boston, join us aboard Mayflower
II for an evening of cocktails, conversation, and
history beneath the night sky. Surrounded by the
ship’s towering spars and the glow of Boston Harbor,
this exclusive gathering marks the beginning of a
remarkable weekend—and a powerful connection
between voyage and Revolution.

Parade of Sail
Saturday, July 11 from 6:30 AM to 1 PM
Ship Boarding, Fan Pier, Boston Seaport

Join us aboard Mayflower II for the Parade of Sail, where
vessels from across the globe gather in Boston Harbor
in a stunning display of maritime tradition. From this
iconic ship, experience the energy, pageantry, and
enduring spirit of exploration that connects past to
present. This is where journeys—and the ideas they
carry—continue.

To read more about each event and book tickets, scan the QR code.
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News From the Colonies
Albany Colony Buffalo Colony

David Morton, Colony Governor, Howland Descendant Christine Berg, Colony Governor, White Descendant

The Albany Colony hosted its Annual Luncheon
Spring Meeting at the Albany Country Club on May
2nd. Speaker Cordell Reaves, the Coordinator of
Community Affairs from the NYS Parks Departments,
showed engaging slides on the topic of:

“Revisit the Revolution, the NYS Parks and the 250™
Anniversary.”

Buffalo Colony Group at their Spring Meeting

The SOMD Buffalo Colony met at the Henrietta, NY,
Town Library in the Community Room on May 16,
2026 at 1:30 PM. After the meeting was called to
order, an abbreviated meeting agenda followed. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited, the Blessing was
read, the Mayflower Nations Song was sung and the
toast was made to honor our passenger Ancestors
and the Mayflower. Members introduced themselves
and their guests and then the Mayflower Compact
was read. Roll Call, announcements, and the Pilgrim
Pledge came next before the business meeting was
adjourned. This allowed ample time for attendees to
listen to our invited guest speaker, Dr. Preston Pierce,
Ontario County Historian, who spoke on the topic
of “Plymouth Rock, Enduring Symbol of America.”
Preston mentioned many facts about Plymouth Rock
that one might not have known previously. He also
shared a few book references that have a considerable
wealth of information about the Pilgrims and the
Plymouth, MA area. Members and guests asked
questions and shared information while enjoying
refreshments at the end of the presentation.

Save the date for the next meeting on October 10,
2026, with details to be finalized and distributed soon.

From L-R: Dianne Rizzo, Dave Morton, Cordell Reaves, Tim Mayhew,
Sandy Zerrillo, and Priscilla Davis

Dr. Preston Pierce presenting




Profiles

Thomas F. Pike Jr., Col. (R): Our Captain is a Colonel!

Stephen Madsen, Howland Descendant

0

Tom Pike at the 2026 Xavier Awards Ceremony
From L-R: History Teacher James Costa, Alexis Morledge, Evelyn
Carmichael, Tom Pike Jr., Xavier Compact Award winner William

Keyworth and Xavier Head of School Kim Smith

COL Thomas E Pike, Jr., currently serves as Captain
of our Society’s Board of Assistants. This is but one
of many posts of a martial nature that our Captain has
held over the years. He has held the rank of Colonel in
the U.S. Army for more than 10 years. He is a true -
and literally battle-tested — leader, and we are lucky to
have him as one of our number.

COL Pike began his tenure on active duty with the United
States Army in 2000 when he served as a Company
Commander in Bosnia. Since that time, he has worked
in a number of different capacities, primarily in military
intelligence and counterintelligence. He served as an
Army War College Fellow in 2012 and then served as a
Senior Intelligence Advisor to the office of the Director
of National Intelligence. In 2014 and 2015, he served
in Afghanistan as Director of Counterintelligence
and HUMINT Operations at the headquarters of the
International Security Assistance Force. Tom’s military
expertise is scholarly as well as intensely practical. He
authored three books, and edited three books, on the
history of the Vietnam War, among other publications.

One area in which Tom’s distinguished military career
intersected with the lives of probably all of our members
occurred in connection with the great Covid pandemic
that started in March 2020. From October 2018 through
August 2022, Tom served as Defense Coordinating
Officer, essentially Chief Operating Officer, U.S.
Army North, with responsibility for coordinating risk
management, homeland defense, emergency response

and other crucial activities in the Northeast. The
pandemic occurred on Tom’s watch, and he oversaw
deployment of Defense Department assets to support
public health responses throughout the region. (Our
family received our Covid vaccine shots at a facility
established on Long Island under Tom’s supervision. It
was truly a marvel of military efficiency - essentially, a
drive-through vaccination center!)

Tom retired from the Army in 2022. In his very
distinguished career, he earned three Bronze Stars and
the Combat Action Badge. For several years after he
retired, Tom led a consulting firm which he founded
called Spectrum Shield, LLC, which provided risk
management and related services for medium to large
businesses, addressing issues such as cyber-attacks.
He is currently serving as Chair of the Department
of Military Science at Xavier High School in New
York City, where he is the Senior Army Instructor for
over 200 cadets at the school. Tom is also currently
the Commander General of the Military Order of
Foreign Wars, a national veterans organization. And
for many years, Tom has been a senior advisor to
the Knickerbocker Greys, a youth cadet corps that is
probably the oldest after-school activity in the country.

Tom and his family have been associated with our
Society for a number of years. Tom’s Mayflower ancestor
is John Howland. His father, the Rev. Dr. Thomas E
Pike, Sr., served as Governor of the New York Society
from 2014 to 2018. Tom was elected to the Board of
Assistants in 2025 and was elected our Captain that
same year.

Tom is married to Sonja Pike (nee Ackar). Tom and
Sonja have twin daughters, Anna and Sophie. The
twins have a twenty-two-year-old brother, Thomas E
Pike III, who lives in Washington DC and is interested
in paleontology. Anna just completed a tour of duty as
Cadet Colonel of the Knickerbocker Greys, which is
the highest post in the cadet corps. Sophie is poised
to assume that post when the cadets reconvene in
September. A proud Pike family tradition continues!

In honor of America's 250" Anniversary, please consider donating to our Education Fund to
continue supporting the mission of the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New
York in preserving American History. Whether $25, $250, or $2,500, your donation will help us to

continue honoring deserving students in schools across New York State.

Scan the QR code to donate directly on our website, or send a check to the NY office. Checks should be made out to NY Society of Mayflower Descendants.
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Mary Allerton Cushman: Plymouth’s Last Witness
Grant Stoddard, Hopkins Descendant

By the late 1600s, most people living in Plymouth
surely knew the broad strokes of their colony’s early
history, but the finer details were already beginning
to blur. Information was reaching them in dribs and
drabs, passed down through a multi-generational game
of telephone. Poring over firsthand accounts of events
that had taken place nearly 80 years earlier was simply
not something most people did—especially since such
materials weren’t exactly at their fingertips.

At this time, the story lived instead in
fragments—in memory, in the bodies
of those who had survived. And by
1699, that memory was contained in
a single person.

Mary Allerton Cushman arrived as a
child between three and four years of
age, the youngest daughter of Isaac
Allerton and Mary Norris Allerton. §#
She was one of those Leiden-born
children whose only experience of
England would have been glimpses
from the deck of the Speedwell as it
pulled into Southampton, Dartmouth,
and Plymouth.

At that final port of call, the Allertons
said goodbye to friends who would
defer their journey and transferred
to the Mayflower, not knowing what
awaited them on the distant shore.

With a settlement site finally chosen,
Mary’s mother gave birth to a stillborn child while the
Mayflower lay at anchor in New Plymouth Harbor. Two
months later, weakened and exhausted, Mary Norris
Allerton was among the growing number of dead. The
child who would become the last surviving passenger
began her life in America with loss so immediate it
must have felt indistinguishable from arrival itself.

Mary was at the three-day feast for the 50 remaining
English colonists and 90 of their Wampanoag
neighbors. She would have been in awe of the people,
food, and festivities all about her. The Fortune arrived
weeks later, carrying Mary’s future husband. The Anne
followed in 1623, bringing her aunt, uncle, cousins,
and future stepmother.

Her father, Isaac, married Fear Brewster—daughter
of William Brewster—in 1626, binding the Allertons

N gLl b
Cushman Monument at Burial Hill in Plymoth

to one of the colony’s central families. They had two
children: Sarah, about whom little is known, and Isaac
Allerton Jr.,, who would later settle in Virginia and
build a life far removed from Plymouth’s tight religious
experiment.

In 1627, Mary’s brother Bartholomew returned to
England, where he raised four children. Her doting
stepmother, Fear Brewster, died in 1633, the victim of
a “pestilent fever” that also claimed
her sister Patience. Mary’s sister
Remember moved north to Salem
with her husband, Moses Maverick,
where they raised seven children.
By then, Isaac Allerton had already
begun drifting — geographically
and temperamentally — away from
Plymouth.

While her father and siblings set
S down roots far beyond the colony,
#. Mary remained rooted in Plymouth.
' She married Thomas Cushman
in 1636. Together, they had eight
: children and, over time, more than
B fifty grandchildren—living out their
lives in the same place where she
had first stepped ashore as a child. In
April 1649, Thomas was chosen as
ruling elder of the Plymouth church,
succeeding William Brewster, and he
remained in that role until his death
around 1690.

Isaac, Bartholomew, and Remember all died in the
1650s, but Mary lived on for another forty years. She
was last of her immediate family still carrying the
memory of that crossing, that beginning.

She lived through epidemics and starvation, the
excitement of new arrivals, and the slow outward
spread of settlement. She lived through King Philip’s
War and would have heard of the Salem witch trials as
they unfolded. She lived long enough to see Plymouth
lose its independence, absorbed into the Province of
Massachusetts Bay in the 1690s.

By then, she was an old woman and a widow—the
last living person in Plymouth who had been on the
Mayflower. The last who had been present at the first
Thanksgiving. The last whose memory reached back to
that first winter.



Herbs and Foods that Saved Our Ancestors

Katie Barney, Howland Descendant
Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of Maryland

Beginning about 2500 BC tribes of the Algonquin
language group inhabited New England. The Native
Americans, the Wampanoags, farmed, fished, gathered
wild fruits and berries, and caught whales. The Native
Americans planted their crops in the spring near their
villages, and often moved along streams or nearer to
the sea to collect seafood and shells. To thank Mother
Earth the Wampanoag caught herring and used them
to fertilize their lands. Corn seeds were put into small
mounds covering the herring. When the corn was the
height of a hand they planted beans, pumpkins and
squash. As the beans grew they wound around the
cornstalks. Scientists have now learned that the beans
added nitrogen to the soil which the corn had used up.
Melons were also planted. The melon and squash leaves
kept weeds from proliferating and the ground moist.
The Native Americans would return to the villages for
their fall harvest and to hunt game, including turkey.

So it was when the Mayflower and the other ships
began to arrive in New England and further south in
Virginia. The Pilgrims brought with them foodstuffs
from England, but by the time they reached these
shores, their stores were mainly depleted. They also
brought cattle, pigs, sheep, and goats onboard, which
were not native to North America.

On board, the Mayflower shipped 15,000 brown biscuit
and 5,000 white, that is, hard bread, i.e. crackers; also
smoked or half-cooked bacon, as it came from the
smokehouse, which was much liked with the biscuit

and when fried was considered a delicacy. Haberdyne
(dried salted codfish) was also a staple article of diet;
also smoked herring. Potatoes were practically unknown
at that time and the store of cabbages, turnips, onions,
parsnips, etc., soon ran short and gave way to boiled
mush, oatmeal, peas, puddings, etc. Their beer was
carried in iron-bound casks.

The Plymouth colonists called their town a plantation
from the word “to plant”. They grew crops in the open
fields. The women tended the vegetables and herbs in
small gardens behind their houses. The Wampanoag
taught them to grow their own crops, hunt, and use
herbs for dyes, medicine and other purposes.

We remember the observance of the first Thanksgiving
occurred with the harvest of the first crop in 1621.
Thirty-five more Pilgrims arrived that year and found
other staples such as soft-shell crabs, beach plums,
groundnuts, and berries to sustain them. They planted
maize, wheat, barley and peas, but all the foodstuffs
failed except the maize. By 1622 the harvest was almost
non-existent, but pumpkins eased the food shortage.
However, by 1625 the colony managed to have a
sufficient supply. Pilgrims in the Massachusetts Bay
Colony resorted to eating passenger pigeons in 1643 to
survive. I am amazed that there are millions of us now
around, descended from these hearty Pilgrims, but am
thankful and blessed we live in this great country of
America.
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Cooking With Regional Fovonites

Katie Moose

An excerpt from Katie Barney's speech at the 131 Annual Meeting. Ms. Barney, a descendant of John Howland & John and
Elizabeth Tilley, is the author of six cookbooks, four guidebooks and two children’s books. Her newest novel, Nantucket: Coming
Home, is a memoir featuring Mayflower family history.
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Why I Joined the Society of Mayflower Descendants
Albany Colony: Phillip J. Monthie, Warren Descendant

learning that I am a descendant of Richard Warren, and I have also enrolled my two sons,
Miles and Henry, as Junior Affiliate Members because I believe it is important to preserve
¥ and appreciate our family heritage. Having attended an Albany Colony meeting, I was
) impressed by the distinguished membership and their dedication to the Society's mission.
' I look forward to becoming more involved and contributing to future Society events.

Buffalo Colony: Jill Herendeen, White Descendant

Back in the days before the Internet or photocopiers, my mom amassed large binders full of genealogical notes
proving our lineage of about 20 or so Pilgrim lines, about which my elders had talked all my life. Mom wouldn’t
move on to the next generation until she’d extracted every iota of data she could find on every sibling and their
spouses. So when my mom offered me a membership in the Massachusetts Mayflower Society, it was a no-brainer.
While residing in western New York, my husband (and cousin) and I joined the NY SOMD (which, after all, has
A BALL!). I knocked off his 6 lines before chipping away my remaining 20, a new line for each of five (so far) kids,
cash-flow permitting. I'm guessing I have about 10 more to prove at this point. If there’s still an Internet when
I've finished those, I'll have no excuse not to learn Armenian and try to see if my Armenian grandfather descended
from royalty, like he said he did.

New York Metro: Leslie Walsh, Alden Descendant

From a young age, [ was told of our family's connection to the Mayflower through John Alden
and Priscilla Mullins—my mother even keeps a framed copy of the Mayflower Compact hung.
"| My family is fortunate to have many records, from 1800s bibles to a handwritten tree, made
by my great-grandfather. But our genealogy hadn't really been pursued since him.

% My grandparents inherited the family records and kept them safe all those years, as did my
mother, all of which informed my SOMD application 3+ years ago. Recently, I gave my mother
Three generationsof €T membership certificate for her birthday, and I gave my nephews Junior Membership

Mayflower descendants:  certificates during the holidays, hoping to inspire them to continue when they're older.
Leslie's mom Joanne Crocker, . L. e
Leslie Walsh, and her  I'm now working on a supplemental application for Gov. William Bradford.

grandmother Barbara Smith  The journey continues!

Little Pilgrims NY Metro Inaugural Event S

On this inaugural meeting of the New York Mayflower Junior Affiliate Members, 20 people gather at Little

_,\x ” Island to celebrate the 250%™ year of 1ndependence of the United States as related to the signing of the
to celebrate the signing of the Declaration of Independence. They learned that the Mayflower Compact
(1620) and the United States Constitution (1787) are foundational American documents based on the
social contract and the consent of the governed. They participated in a treasure hunt that highlighted
the occupation of several of their ancestors, and saw two buildings built by Mayflower Descendants: The
Woolworth Building and the Hudson Yards Edge. The Mayflower Compact was also read and signed by all
Juniors in attendance. Please join us at the next Little Pilgrims event!

Inaugural Little Pilgrim Group ]umors lookmg for treasure around Little Island Charlie Woolley re-adi'ng the Mayflower Compact



Educational Outreach

MAYFLOWER COMPACT AWARD

This year, 92 schools from across New York State (22 more than last year) nominated their top 2 students who
demonstrated excellence in American History. Nearly 200 students received Compact Awards. The Society’s
mission to recognize academic excellence supports both student achievement and the importance of academic
programming in American History. Participating schools (with first time participants in bold) included:

Archbishop Stepinac High School
Altmar-Parish-Williamstown CSD
Bay Shore High School

Bethlehem Central High School
Binghamton High School

Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake High School
Canajoharie Central School

Catskill Senior High School
Chaminade High School

Cherry Valley-Springfield Central School
Clarence High School

Cleveland Hill High School

Cold Spring Harbor Jr./Sr. High School
Colonie Central High School
Columbia High School

Convent of the Sacred Heart

Corinth High School

Cortland High School
Coxsackie-Athens High School
Curtis High School

Fairport High School

Fort Plain High School

Freeport High School

Gaynor McCown Expeditionary
Learning School

Goshen High School
Grace Church School
Guilderland High School
Hamburg High School
Hoosick Falls High School

Hunter-Tannersville High School

John Adams High School
Johnstown High School

Kenmore East High School
Kenmore West High School
Kew-Forest School

Lansingburgh High School
Liverpool High School

Long Beach Senior High School
Loudonville Christian School
Maine-Endwell High School
Manhasset High School
Massapequa High School
Mattituck Jr. Sr. High School
Mexico Middle School

Monsignor Farrell High School
New Dorp High School

Niskayuna High School

North Tonawanda High School
Notre Dame Academy High School
Notre Dame-Bishop Gibbons School
Notre Dame School of Manhattan
Oneonta High School
Oppenheim-Ephratah - St. Johnsville CSD
Owen D. Young Central School
Palmyra-Macedon High School
Penfield High School

Pittsford Mendon High School
Pittsford Sutherland High School
Port Jefferson High School

Port Richmond High School
Rush-Henrietta Senior High School

Sacred Heart Academy

Salmon River High School
Schalmont High School
Scotia-Glenville High School

Seton Catholic High School
Shenendehowa High School
Shoreham-Wading River High School
Silver Creek CSD

Smithtown High School East
Smithtown High School West
Springville-Griffith High School
South Side High School

St. Bernard's School

Susan E. Wagner High School

The Browning School

The Buckley School

The Chapin School

The Geneva School of Manhattan
The Michael J. Petrides School

The Ursuline School

Tottenville High School
Trinity-Pawling School

Vestal High School
Waterford-Halfmoon High School
Waterville CSD

Williamsville East High School
Williamsville North High School
Williamsville South High School
Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School
World Journalism Preparatory School

Xavier High School

Our goal is to expand our network of participating schools. Is your school or your children’s school listed?

If not, please contact the office.
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MARGARET KING MOORE EssAYy CONTEST

This year, over 40 essays were reviewed by our Education Committee. In addition to the traditional First Prize of
$1,620 and the newly expanded scholarship funding for a Second Prize of $500, a generous donation allowed the
four additional students receiving Third Place prizes of $250. This year's prompt was:

As we prepare to celebrate our nation’s 250" anniversary, please develop an original essay discussing one aspect of
the Mayflower story that informs our country today. Your essay should provide one or more specific examples of why
this Mayflower contribution has been important to and/or continues to be a vivid part of our culture or society today.

The First Promise
Georgia Banik, Coxsackie-Athens High School

When you think of the Mayflower,
you probably think of pilgrim hats,
Thanksgiving dinner, and the story
you learned in elementary school.
But the most important thing about
the Mayflower isn’t the ship itself.
It’s what the people on board did
when they realized they’d landed
in a place with no official laws.

Before they even built homes or planted crops, they
made rules. With the cold uncertainty of 1620, with no
safety net and no authority to lean on, ordinary people
chose agreement over chaos. That choice still affects
how Americans view community, leadership, and doing
what’s right.

The Mayflower Compact wasn’t some long, fancy
speech about freedom for everyone. It was practical.
Summed up, it said we’ll create laws together, and we’ll
all follow them. That’s why it’s so powerful. Democracy
didn’t arrive with a bang; it started as a way to survive.

These passengers weren’t famous thinkers or
politicians. They were families, workers, believers, and
doubters who know their little settlement would fall
apart without rules everyone agreed on. When things
looked uncertain, they chose to cooperate.

That idea, governing ourselves out of necessity, is still
around in everyday American life. I see it in classrooms,
clubs, and local groups more than in Congress. When
I helped start and lead student groups, I learned that
being in charge isn’t just about having a title. It’s about
trust. Whether I was organizing a project or leading
a team, I always had to ask the same question those

Mayflower passengers did: How do we make decisions
that everyone will follow, even when it’s tough?

Every club’s guidelines, every team contract, every vote
on a difficult topic echoes that original choice to govern
ourselves instead of waiting for someone else.

What makes the Mayflower Compact so relevant now is
that it wasn’t perfect. It left out a lot of people: women,
servants, and the Native Americans whose land they
were settling on. Pointing this out doesn’t take away
from its importance; it makes it clearer. The Compact
reminds us that democracy isn’t a done deal. Each
generation has a chance to fix it, make it bigger, and
argue about it. Our country’s story isn’t about instant
justice, but about always trying to make things better.

When trust in our government feels shaky and getting
involved often means just ranting online, the Mayflower
offers a quieter, tougher way to be a citizen. It suggests
that democracy starts not with shouting, but with
listening. It starts not just with demanding rights, but
with taking responsibility.

The passengers didn’t know if their idea would even
work. They wrote it down anyway. They signed it
anyway. They committed to it anyway. As we get
closer to our nation’s 250th birthday, I think the most
important thing the Mayflower gave us is the idea that
community is something we build together, especially
when it’s difficult. The Compact didn’t promise an
easy life. It promised teamwork. In a world that still
struggles with being divided, that simple decision to
choose shared rules instead of going at it alone is still
one of America’s deepest values.

Second Place Winner: Andrew Gardner, Fairport High School

Third Place Winners: Harshetha Jasti, Guilderland High School | Ayla Hecker, Maine-Endwell Senior High School
Lucy Viola Otto, Williamsville East High School | Sharoni Tisha, Vestal High School



Member Milestones
Membership Longevity

The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New York

In the spirit of celebrating milestone achievements and the
continuity of membership, the Society has started the practice
of honoring individuals who have been New York members
for 50 years. A special America 250 certificate was made to
commemorate their anniversary.

recognizes with appreciation

Adelaide P. Farah

adescendant of

John Alden

for 65 years of Membership

Four members joined in 1976 and are celebrating their 50
anniversary this year: Elizabeth Morrison Baker, David O.
Fuller, Jr., Alice Fox Peterson, and Kathleen Doty Roberts.

Presented at the 131 Annual Meeting on April 23, 2026

In honor of America’s 250" Celebration

April 4,1961

The Society would also like to recognize the 79 people who
have been members for 50 or more years, 73 of whom are also
Life Members. They are:

Date Joined

Justin D. Abelow
Governor

Deborah White Andersen (1963)
Jean C. Anderson (1958)
Owen W. Anderson (1958)
Percy Ballentine II (1966)
Susan Hastings Bates (1969)
Alexander B. Bierce (1968)
Pamela C. Bierce (1968)
William B. Bierce (1968)
Susan Mahle Brancati (1965)
Walter R. Brewster, Jr. (1962)
Charles W. Cantwell (1970)
John S. Chapman, Jr. (1960)
James D. Clayburgh (1965)
Thomas M. Clyde (1958)
Sarah Franklin Coate (1964)
Phyllis D. Coley (1963)
Judith A. Cook (1967)

Bruce D. Cooper (1972)
Thomas Denny Dale (1968)
Florence Thayer Darby (1964)
Shelby M.C. Davis (1948)
Sherburne W. Dunn (1948)
Townsend H. Dunn (1972)
Laura Hersloff Eddy (1972)
Barbara Smythe Edgar (1971)
Adelaide P. Farah (1961)
Barbara Waterman Folger (1968)

Roderic Franzius (1957)
Harriet C. Gerard (1970)
James W. Gerard V (1972)
Arthur Gibb (1944)

John D. Gibb (1944)

Lowrie Gibb (1944)

David M. Granger (1961)
Randall C. Hall (1954)
Frederick H. Hallowell (1960)
Margaret B. Hallowell (1967)
Peter S. Hallowell (1964)
Robert H. Hallowell (1961)
Thomas J. Hallowell III (1967)
Lucy Hurry Hanafourde (1945)
Priscilla Loening Hanford (1955)
Whittington H. Hanks (1959)
Marian Titcomb Haskell (1944)
Anne Minton Hasler (1950)
Fletcher Hodges III (1961)
Susan A. Hopkins (1969)
Peyton Chapman Horne (1959)
Jill Harvey Jackson (1967)
Leslie McCullough Jeffries (1974)
Cynthia Laskey Kellogg (1969)
Emily Fuller Kingston (1962)
Michael C. Larned (1970)
Susan Rath Latos (1969)

Susan Andrews Mace (1958)
Carolyn Dale Miller (1961)
Dwight C. Minton (1950)
Morgan C. Mitchell (1972)
Francesca Hersloff Murray (1972)
Linda Peckham Murray (1973)
Spencer D. Phraner (1956)
Alden Finch Prouty (1966)

Ralph G. Risley, Jr. (1960)
Elizabeth Stribling Robinson (1964)
Elizabeth Eames Roebling (1959)
Fiona Fulton Sanders (1972)
Elizabeth Hunter Scott (1969)
Deborah Smyth Smith (1971)
Diana Davis Spencer (1948)
Peter J. Sprague (1958)

Charles P. Starkey (1975)
Houston H. Stokes (1961)
Bradford P. Straus (1953)
Thomas P. Straus (1953)

Diana W. Sweeney (1963)

Hollis R. Thayer (1964)
Elizabeth Hills Todd (1967)
Peter R. Van Brunt (1962)

Mary Skidmore Wademan (1972)
Robert T. Whittaker (1968)
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Office Visits

In an effort to increase membership experience, we encourage all to visit the New York City office. Come to pick

up regalia, pay for event tickets, or simply drop by to chat about your lineage and see what's new.
Please email or call before coming over.

BOA Member Evan Tousey Nebraska Member Colleen Prospective Member Jim Randy Taylor with Heidi Mathey
Fleischer with Executive Quick with wife Sheri Executive Director Morledge
Director Morledge

Revolutionary War Ancestors

This spring, Governor Emeritus Justin Abelow asked members to submit the names and a brief description
of ancestors in your Mayflower line who served in any capacity in the Patriot cause during the Revolutionary
period. The responses were overwhelming! A new page on the New York website is dedicated to honoring your
Revolutionary War ancestors, where you can continue to submit and read stories from fellow members.
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In Memoriam

We received notice of the passing of the following members. Please keep their families in your thoughts.

Davis E. Allan John S. Chapman Gurnee E Hart Roblyn King Potter
Joan Green Apter Roger K. Cowdery Robert E. Kenyon III William E Price, Jr.
David G. Ashton, Jr. Carrolyn Tryon Davies David G. Lavendar E. Deane Turner
Thomas L. Collins II Catherine Snell Hansen Nancy Bostick Parks

Former Albany Colony Governor James Edwin “Jim” Rogers died May 12, 2026, age 88. He was Albany's
first person to hold the title of “Albany Colony Governor”, and served for three years. Please visit the Albany
= Colony website for a full tribute penned by Sylvia Magin, The Mayflower Chronicles Editor.




Mayflower Events Gallery

|

COUSINS DINNER
The Cosmopolitan Club * March 12, 2026

Richard Pickering, Jessica Jennings, and Justin Abelow Audience members listening to Richard Pickering
speaking

Cousins Dinner Speaker Richard Pickering

Gregg Fatzinger, Lily Basinet, R. Brandon Sokol, and ~ Fred and Debra Stillman with Anne Stillman Nordeman
Kara Jordan and Waddell Stillman

ANNUAL MEETING
The Union Club  April 23, 2026

Members standing during The Pledge of Allegiance Grant Stoddard, Kate and Tom Abel, Joshua and Andrea
Woodruff, Ben Shavitz, and Ashely Miltich

Annual Meeting Speaker Katie Barney

Kate and Hannah West with Norman Coker and Carl Raymond, Todd Hirsch with William and Adrian
Sydney Blake Moreira da Silva-Burke

To see more images of each event, please visit www.mayflowernewyork.org/gallery
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The Saciety of Mapflotwer Degeendants

IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Save the Date

Mapilower
Ball ™

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB
NEW YORK CITY

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER THE SEVENTH
TWO THOUSAND TWENTY SIX

INVITATIONS TO FOLLOW
For more information, or to sponsor a future

Debutante, visit our website by
scanning the QR code below:
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Send address changes to: PAID
Executive Director White Plains, NY
20 West 44™ Street, Room 505 Permit #5432

New York, NY 10036

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Save the Dates ~ 1vitations to Follow

Fall Reception Albany Colony

Thursday, September 17, 2026 Fall Meeting

November 7, 2026
Little Pilgrims
Ice Cream Social

Saturday, September 19, 2026
Buffalo Colony

Fall Meeting

Young Member
Fall Receptlon October 10, 2026

Wednesday, October 7, 2026

For each event - check before for the most up to date information and after for the photo gallery -
'@ﬂ www.mayflowernewyork.org @_




