: :
o 5 Cy)

G, e

%’W O7. E mZZyﬂoWer .

Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of New York
Summer 2025

A Message from the Governor

s we embark upon the warmer, slower summer

months, I hope we all find a moment to pause
and reflect on what it means to be a member of our
vibrant Society. We have had a busy year, highlighted
by sold-out events, a spike in membership applications
reflecting an increased interest in joining the Society,
and the addition of several new members to our army of
committed volunteers, our secret weapon. The Annual
Meeting in April, attended by 100 members, was the
perfect platform to share some of this good news.

As we are all aware but can often forget, the Society
is in fact a family business, one that originated with
our pilgrim ancestors but that is kept vibrant by
engaged current members. Thanks to the hard work
of our devoted membership, our Society is healthy and
growing. We brought renewed energy to both prongs
of our key mission: (a) fostering social connections
among our membership by hosting the Cousins
Dinner, the Annual Meeting, the Fall Reception and,
of course, our signature event, our annual Debutante
Ball, which is moving back into larger quarters to
meet expanded demand, and (b) materially enhancing
our core educational mission by expanding the reach
of both the annual Moore Essay contest and of the
Mayflower Compact Awards and by financing historical
re-enactors at local schools.

Our annual finances are strong enough to enable the
Society to both fulfill our mission and make some
internal enhancements to our resources and facilities.
We have purchased and adapted a new back-office
CRM and software system to support our membership
functions (from applications to e-commerce); procured
a handsome new travel flag and primary Society flag
to fly with pride at ceremonial events; and conducted
some minor re-designs and renovations of the Society’s
office space (we cleaned, decluttered, and purchased a
new computer and air conditioner). We will also focus
on enhancements of the membership experience -
with the printing of our second Membership Roster

and the assignment _
of more experienced
members to serve as
“Ambassadors” to our
newest recruits. Our
Regalia Committee
has created some
new merchandise -
Mayflower red tote
bags, pink Club ties,
and (soon!) women’s
scarves have  been
spotted around town.
We have established a

CommiFtee on Colonies  gcop Dwyer and Justin Abelow at
to provide ideas on how the Annual Meeting, April 2025
we can better integrate

our two colonies, in Albany and in Buffalo, and early
ideas have resulted in the inclusion of representatives
from the colonies in our State Society Board. We have
established a committee to encourage growth in our
Junior Members (Under 18), and the Board approved an
increase in the scope of our essay contest awards—giving
not a single prize but instead recognizing a larger group
of student scholars with several runners-up prizes as
well. This will also allow for an increased number of
schools to participate in all educational offerings.

We invite you to visit our newly refreshed website,
mayflowernewyork.org, for updates on events, including
those within the Colonies, educational activities, and
to view pictures of previous events in the Gallery.

With the support of our army of dedicated volunteers
and our amazing staff (thanks to Alexis Morledge and
Emma Foley in the office), the Society continues is set
not only to persevere, but to grow.

Sincerely,

Justin D. Abelow
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A Message from the Executive Director

As the old joke goes, “If April showers bring May flowers, what do May flowers bring? Pilgrims!”: this
couldn’t be more appropriate this year. Thankfully, the inclement weather did not keep members
from attending our spring events, with record attendance at both the Cousins Dinner and the Annual
Meeting. Our Governor General, Lisa Pennington, was the highlight of the Dinner, sharing the importance
of keeping the flame (of pilgrim history and spirit) lit and entertaining the audience with slides and
anecdotes of each original passenger. Our Meeting concluded with a presentation from Scott Dwyer,
Executive Director of the Sons of the American Revolution museum, Fraunces Tavern. Dwyer shared
the impact that a single donor (and mutual member), Stanley deForest Scott, had on The Tavern, one of
New York’s earliest historical institutions.

The summer will be quiet in the office, but we will be hard at work on the second printing of the state-
wide Membership Directory and organizing a busy fall. We hope that many of you will join us at the Fall
Reception (September 17) and the 71t Annual Mayflower Ball (November 8).

Wishing you a summer filled with fair winds and following seas,

Alexis B. Morledge




Farewells & Welcomes

This year two of our board members step down their involvement after years of distinguished service:

Susan Abanor (of the Brewster kindred) joined the Society in 1993. She served in the vitally

important role of Historian twice (2003-2004 and 2023-2025), and rendered invaluable service
i by overseeing the applications of 178 new members in the last two years alone. Fortunately,
. she has not stepped off the Board, but will focus her efforts on growing the Junior (Under
18) Membership program. As a grandmother of three junior life members, Susan is eager to
expand the reach and the activities (both in person and virtual) that will be offered. Stay tuned
for more information on this!

of the Board of Assistants since 2019. His contributions have been many, but his most
important work was serving as Captain (2023-2025). Sadly for us, George and his family have
moved to Wyoming, requiring the Society to find a replacement; his shoes will be hard to fill.

. George Brokaw (of the Bradford kindred) joined the Society in 1992 and served as a member
- .
s

Thank you, Susan and George, for the gifts of your time and assistance. The Society is most grateful for your service.

And we welcome:

ﬁ Hannah M. Peckham (of the Alden kindred) is an administrator at the University of Notre

Dame. She primarily works on projects aimed at winning large grants and contracts to further
- critical biomedical research and enhance national security. She holds degrees in history and

L~

religion from Duke University and Yale University, and recently graduated with a PhD in
American History from Notre Dame, where she wrote a prize-winning dissertation on higher
education and foreign policy. She is currently revising her dissertation into a book. She lives
in Stamford, CT, with her husband and daughter.

James “Jamie” W. Gerard V (of the Brewster kindred) is managing director at Hycroft
Advisors, a private equity placement firm. A graduate of the Elliot School of International
Affairs from G.W. University, where he played on the Men’s Squash Team, Jamie started
his career working in the U.S. Senate as a legislative staff assistant. He is president of the
American Overseas Memorial Day Association (France) and has served on numerous other
boards. He is married to Emanuela Corielli, a pediatric dentist in private practice in NYC.
Jamie was decorated with the Chevalier de I’Ordre National de Merite” by the Consul General
of France in New York City for extraordinary contributions, through leadership of a number
of philanthropic causes, to French-American friendship.

Col. (R) Thomas F. Pike Jr. (son of the Rev. Thomas Pike, of the Howland kindred) retired
from the U.S. Army after over thirty years of service. He deployed three times to Afghanistan
and served as the Director of Counterintelligence and Human Intelligence for the senior
headquarters in Kabul, Afghanistan. Later, he commanded the Army’s HUMINT brigade and
served as the Associate Deputy Director for Operations at the Defense Intelligence Agency.
He and his family returned to New York City in 2018. He is on the Boards of four non-profits
supporting patriotic values and military heritage, and leads a non-profit that propagates the
values of the military, naval sciences and military history. During his free time, he enjoys
fencing with his wife and sailing with his daughters during the summer months.
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Happenings in the Commonwealth

A Message From...
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As a member of The Mayflower Society, you're part of a
community that cherishes our shared heritage and the
enduring impact of the Pilgrims’ journey. Just as they
planned for future generations, we want to help you do
the same.

That’s why we’re pleased to share a free estate planning
tool through our new partnership with FreeWill. This
secure, online resource makes it simple to create or
update your will—entirely free of charge. In just 20
minutes, you can secure your future, protect your loved
ones, and support the causes close to your heart.

Whether you’re updating an existing plan or creating
one for the first time, this tool is designed to support
you in taking a meaningful step forward. While creating
your plans, you’ll also have the option to include a
planned gift to The Mayflower Society. Your gift of any
size will help preserve history and foster a community
of descendants for years to come.

We encourage you to explore this option and gain peace
of mind for the future. Please direct any questions to
the General Society:

membership @themayflowersociety.org.

A Message From...

PLIMOTH &% PATUXET®

MUSEUMS

John McNiff as Roger Williams

In collaboration with Roger Williams University and
the National Park Service, Plimoth Patuxet Museums
hosted the Roger and Mary Williams Weekend at the
Museum on May 17 and 18, 2025.

The two-day event featured special living history events,
including conversations with Roger Williams (played
by John McNiff) at the 17®-Century English Village.

Another featured event of the weekend was Professor
Charlotte Carrington-Farmer’s presentations on Roger
and Mary Williams. She was the speaker at the New
York Society’s 2024 Fall Reception and is a Honorary
Member of our state Society.

In her talk “Roger Williams and his World: A Book
Talk”, Professor Carrington-Farmer highlighted Roger
Williams’s life in England and his banishment from
the Massachusetts Bay Colony after migrating to New
England.

The Museum’s Deputy Executive Director and Senior
Historian, Richard Pickering, and Historian Adrian
Gray joined Carrington-Farmer in highlighting
Mary Williams. They explored her early life in
Nottinghamshire and her role as head of the Williams
household after settling in Providence.

Please see the museum’s website for more exciting
upcoming events and free virtual programming.



News From the Colonies

ALBANY COLONY

David Morton, Colony Governor, Howland Descendant
Sylvia Magin, Albany Colony Chronicles Editor,
Bradford Descendant

A very enjoyable get-together and a great meal took
place as Albany Colony held its 2025 Spring Luncheon
Meeting on Saturday, May 3. The weather did not really
cooperate that day, and for some reason a slightly
smaller group than is customary were in attendance,
but the business meeting proceeded with the election
of officers, and everyone dined heartily.

An unusual event then occurred which warmed the
hearts of those present, as our Colony WebMaster,
Jim Pratt, was called up to the podium to be accorded
a lifetime “Honorary Membership” in the Mayflower
Society. Albany Colony Governor Dave Morton
presented Jim with a handsome certificate and an
official letter from New York Society's Governor Justin
Abelow, which extended “All rights and privileges of
membership” (except for holding office or having to
pay dues!), much to Jim’s surprise and pleasure.

Although not a Mayflower Descendant himself, Jim has
never missed a luncheon meeting, attending them all
with his wife Connie, a Howland descendant, when she
joined in 2018 until her unfortunate passing in 2023.
He has performed distinguished public service as a
volunteer webmaster for the Albany Colony, assisted
with technology needs for presentations, and created a
Colony Members-Only Facebook group.

Following the Luncheon we were treated to a talk by
Peter Lindemann, a local historian from Schoharie
County and a retired New York State Assemblyman.
His presentation on “The Life and Times of John Alden”
dealt primarily with the first half of the 1858 poem
“The Courtship of Miles Standish” by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, who was a descendant of John Alden. Peter
has published several books and articles on the Civil
War, Schoharie County, and Cobleskill history during
the Revolutionary War.

Albany Colony Members at 2025 Annual Meeting

BurraLo CoLony
Christine Berg, Colony Governor, White Descendant

The Buffalo Colony has cousins who live between the
western side of Interstate 81 to the NY-PA border near
Erie, PA. The area is almost 200 miles across. In an
effort to stimulate interest in the colony, arrangements
were made to hold three Spring meetings on May 3
(Cheektowaga), May 4 (Canandaigua), and May 10
(Rochester). 32 members and guests attended all three
gatherings.

Canandaigua (5/4/2025)

Rochester (5/10/2025)
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Leadership Profile: Jessica Wait Jennings
Stephen Madsen, Howland Descendant

essica Wait Jennings, an Isaac Allerton descendant and a long-time member of the

Board of Assistants, has been a Mayflower person since she was a little girl. She
recalls that her father always wore his Mayflower rosette, and her parents made her
a junior member of the Society when she was just five years old. Her first Mayflower
memory is of attending a Society event with her father and brothers at the old New
York Genealogical and Biographical Society building on E. 58th St. when she was 10.
She became a regular member immediately upon becoming an adult.

Jessica’s life and career have always involved various leadership roles, reaching out
to and interacting with others. She is a graduate of Mount Holyoke College, where
she majored in American Studies. After college, she began her career in finance, first
at Bankers Trust Company, where she worked in asset management. She has held
positions with several financial firms over the years, typically involving interfacing
with institutional investors to introduce them to her firm’s products, services and
‘ ' ‘ capabilities. She worked for a time in Ireland. She is currently an executive at Hilton

Jessica Wait Jennings Capital, based in Garden City, Long Island. Jessica’s husband Noel Jennings is the
owner of his own firm, Jennings Asset Management LLC.

Jessica has always been passionate about giving back to the community. She has served on a number of not-for
profit boards and is currently an investment advisor to two orders of Catholic nuns. During the Covid pandemic,
she organized an effort on the Upper East Side to provide food to the neighborhood police and firefighters when
restaurants were closed.

Jessica has been a member of the Board of Assistants since 2010 and became Secretary of the Board in 2014.
She served faithfully in that position for several years, but eventually her extensive business travel schedule led
her to transition to another set of roles that have allowed her to remain very active in the Society's affairs. She
serves as a member of the Executive Advisory Committee for the Mayflower Ball and is the Chair of our Events
Committee, responsible for planning and overseeing our other social events such as the Cousins Dinner. Jessica
is now extensively involved in the Society’s current rebranding effort, which seeks to give a new vibrancy to our
Society. Judging from the reception accorded the new Mayflower ties, which were rolled out by several of our male
members at the Annual Meeting, that effort is definitely succeeding!

New Mayflower Regalia

Rosette for Jacket Lapel - $6 o Pink Striped Club Tie and Bow Tie - $80



Passenger Profile: Stephen Hopkins

Emma Foley, Hopkins Descendant

Many consider Stephen Hopkins to be the most
adventurous passenger aboard the Mayflower.
When he, alongside his wife, three children, and two
indentured servants, stepped aboard the legendary
ship in 1620, Hopkins was the only passenger who
had already sailed to the New World. During his first
voyage, Hopkins survived shipwreck, marooning in the
Caribbean, and a death sentence for charges of mutiny.
One can only imagine why he decided to set sail a
second time.

Hopkins was baptized in Hampshire, England during the
year 1581, and twenty-eight years later, he was working
as a minister’s clerk in the same region of the country.
Hopkins read religious texts to his congregation, which
included members of the Virginia Company. These
years must have felt mundane to Hopkins, who, in
1609, left this career, as well as his first wife and their
children, to depart across the Atlantic aboard a 300-ton
ship, the Sea Venture, heading for Jamestown, VA. The
purpose of the trip was to provide Jamestown with its
new governor, Sir Thomas Gates, as well as to supply
the colony with new settlers and supplies.

Two months into the voyage, however, a severe tropical
storm struck the Sea Venture, causing it to run aground
one mile off of the coast of Bermuda. After realizing
that the island was plentiful with food and water, the
passengers initially refused to continue their voyage
to Virginia, and Hopkins was marooned with other
passengers for a year. During this time, he clashed
with Gates, who had organized their small society
into a labor camp to prevent repeated escape attempts.
Hopkins’ continued questioning of Gates’ authority
caused him to be charged with mutiny and sentenced to
death. However, Hopkins was so respected by the other
passengers that they pleaded for his mercy. Hopkins
received a pardon. It is widely believed that Shakespeare
wrote his play, The Tempest, based on the shipwreck of
the Sea Venture, with the play’s comedic and mutinous
character, Stephano, based on Hopkins himself.

Based on The Tempest:
Caliban, Stephano,
and Trinculo dancing

Puainting by
Johann Heinrich
Ramberg

By the spring of 1610, Hopkins, Gates, and the other
Sea Venture passengers reached Jamestown via boats of
their own construction. Hopkins lived and labored in
Jamestown for four years until receiving a letter that his
wife had died. He then sailed back to England to care
for his children.

While living in London, Hopkins heard of the
Mayflower voyage and excitedly signed his family up to
travel to northern Virginia and establish a new colony.
Hopkins, his second wife, Elizabeth, his three children,
Constance, Giles, and Damaris, and two of their
servants, Edward Doty and Edward Leister, boarded
the Mayflower in September 1620. Miraculously,
despite the ship’s unsanitary (sometimes fatally so)
conditions, Elizabeth gave birth to Stephen’s fourth
child, Oceanus, while on board.

When the pilgrims reached land, despite their best
efforts to sail farther south, they anchored in Plymouth
on November 21st, 1620. And because Hopkins was
such an experienced settler, he was a member of the
Mayflower’s early exploratory parties—venturing out
into Cape Cod’s prickly wilderness and hunting to feed
the rest of the pilgrims.

Hopkins
many other

wore
hats.

He served as
Plymouth’s first
diplomat. He

understood Native
American languages
and was the chief
interpreter between
Native  Americans
and the Plymouth
colony during his
life there. A vibrant
host, he entertained
Squanto and Samoset (two notable Massasoit
emissaries) in his home for long periods of time.

Stephen Hopkins meets with Samoset

Hopkins also maintained a tavern, or alehouse, in
Plymouth from his first days in the colony until his
death in 1644. Until his end, Hopkins tested the
presiding authorities-he was charged many times
with fines for his patrons’ excessive consumption
of alcohol and their resulting misdemeanors
by the Court. Hopkins will be remembered for
his unchartered course and a life well-lived!
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Historical Profiles: Snapshot of the Pilgrim Story

Governor General Lisa Pennington, Bradford Descendant

arkening back to William Bradford, Governor

General Pennington opened her presentation at
the Cousin’s Dinner-“Lighting the Candle: Why We
Must Keep the Candle Lit”-with his wise and insightful
words “As one small candle may light a thousand, so the
light kindled here has shone unto many...” Pennington
engaged and entertained the New York Society by
highlighting her own path from childhood interest to
joining the Society in 2000, and holding officer positions
in Texas as well as Massachusetts before serving as
Counselor General and now Governor General.

Pennington highlighted the urgency to share the
pilgrim story. According to the National Education
Report (2021), only 13% of high school seniors were
proficient in American History, and many schools
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Lisa’s favorite Halloween costume

Gov. Abelow, Gov. Gen. Pennington,

begin the formal study of American History with
either the Revolutionary War or worse, the 1877 post-
Reconstruction era. In fact, many children never learn
about their early American origins. She reminded
the assembled group (with four Bradford cousins in
attendance) that it was William Bradford who not only
recorded the actual words of the Mayflower Compact,
but transcribed a Passenger List as well as documented
all who died and survived the first winter.

Pennington captivated the audience with anecdotes
and slides pertaining to each of the passengers who
had descendants in the room, and the sold-out crowd
of over 100 members thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
We hope you will be able to join us at the 2026 Cousins
Dinner.
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An engaged audience at the Union Club
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Less than 1% of all Mayflower Descendants are active members of a Mayflower Society.

Do you have any family members interested in joining the Mayflower Society? If so, please share the website so
they can start their application! (This includes our prospective Junior (Under 18) members.)



Member Milestones

Junior Membership
The future of New York Society of Mayflower Descendants

If you have not done so already, please consider sponsoring your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews,
and cousins as a Junior Member of the New York Mayflower Society.

For a one-time fee of $100, any New York Society member in Good Standing may submit, on behalf of any child
under the age of 18, related by blood, through the same ancestral line as the sponsor’s approved lineage, an
application for Junior membership.

Junior Members are active until the Junior reaches the age of 25. At that time, the membership expires.
Conversion to regular adult membership is not automatic. The transition to Regular Membership must

occur between the ages of 18 and 25 and requires completion, submission, and approval of fully documented
lineage papers. Visit our website mayflowernewyork.org to view and download the Junior Membership
application, as well as the documentation requirements.

Recently the Society has formed a Junior Committee with the following goals:

* Host in-person family events that educate about Mayflower History

* Host virtual events for all New York state families on Mayflower-related subjects

* Enhance the Society's website to include educational and informational links for families

Questions? Please contact: Junior Chair, Susan Abanor (susanabanor@gmail.com), or Executive Director,
Alexis Morledge (amorledge @mayflowernewyork.org).

Together with your help, we look forward to growing our Mayflower family!

Life Membership

Life Memberships are available for adult as well as Junior members.
The fee is $3,000 - payable in two installments or one lump sum.
Life Memberships are contributions and are fully tax deductible.

Payable by credit card online or send a check to the office.

In Memoriam

We received notice of the passing of the following members.
Please keep their families in your thoughts.

Edith S. Bouriez Nancy N. Ost Dickson H. Spencer

Paul Bumpus Alan S. Paterson Robert D. Wallace

Robert E. Clemons Farleigh H. Rozier Theodora Linzee Whittaker
Daniel Mead Carmen Rae Seufert Gordon C. Wilcox

Richard G. Lillie Gloria B. Small Arthur Young

Former Governor General Judy Swan died February 11, 2025, age 76. She was Governor
General from 2008-2011 and served two terms as Treasurer General from 2002-2008.
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Educational Activities

MAayFLOWER CoMPACT AWARD

This year 70 schools from across New York State (19 more than last year) nominated their top 2 students who
demonstrated excellence in American History. Nearly 140 students received Compact Awards. The Society’s
mission to recognize academic excellence supports both student achievement and the importance of academic
programming in American History. Participating schools (with first time participants in bold) included:

Bethlehem Central High School
Binghamton High School

Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake High School
Canajoharie Central School

Catskill Senior High School

Chaminade High School

Cherry Valley-Springfield Central School
Clarence High School

Cleveland Hill High School

Cold Spring Harbor Jr./Sr. High School
Colonie Central High School

Columbia High School

Convent of the Sacred Heart

Corinth High School

Cortland High School

Fairport High School

Fort Plain Jr./Sr. High School

Freeport High School

Goshen Central High School

Grace Church School

Guilderland High School

Hoosick Falls Central School
Hunter-Tannersville Central High School

John Adams High School

Kenmore East High School
Kenmore West High School

Kew Forest School
Lansingburgh High School
Liverpool High School

Long Beach High School

Long Island City High School
Loudonville Christian School
Maine-Endwell High School
Manhasset High School
Massapequa High School
Mexico High School

Mexico Middle School
Niskayuna High School

North Tonawanda High School
Oneonta High School
Oppenheim-Ephratah-St. Johnsville CSD
Owen D. Young Central School
Palmyra-Macedon High School
Penfield High School

Pittsford Mendon High School
Pittsford Sutherland High School
Port Richmond High School
Rush-Henrietta Senior High School

Sacred Heart Academy

Schalmont High School

Scotia-Glenville High School

Seton Catholic High School
Shenendehowa High School

Silver Creek Central School District
South Side High School
Springville-Griffith Institute High School
St. Bernard’s School

St. David's School

St. Saviour High School

Susan E. Wagner High School

The Browning School

The Buckley School

The Chapin School

The Geneva School

Vestal High School
Waterford-Halfmoon UFSD

Waterville High School
Windham-Ashland-Jewett Central School
World Journalism Preparatory School

Xavier High School

Our goal is to expand our network of participating schools. Is your school or your children’s school listed?

If not, please contact the office.

MARGARET KING M OORE Essay CONTEST

With nearly 20 schools participating in Moore Essay Contest, this year’s Education Committee had more than
30 essay submissions to review. In addition to the traditional First Prize of $1,620, the Board voted to expand
the pool of scholarship funding to award up to an additional $1,000. The Second Prize received $500 and two
additional students received $250. This year’s prompt was:

The Mayflower is perhaps the most famous of the ships which carried pioneering settlers to the new world, but
there were others: the Susan Constant, the Godspeed, the Discovery, the Ark and its companion the Dove, and the
Arabella, to name just a few. In what ways was the voyage of the Mayflower different from those other voyages?
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MARGARET KING MOORE Essay CoONTEST WINNERS

Melat Girma
First Prize Winner
Rush Henrietta Senior High School (Henrietta, NY)

Not every gift comes wrapped
in a box or tied with a bow.

L Some of the most profound gifts are
© intangible, the ones that shape who
we are and determine the course of
our lives. For me, the greatest gift
I have ever received is the one my
parents gave me: the gift of education
and safety. Their sacrifices, leaving
behind everything they knew in
Ethiopia to build a new life in the United States, mirror
the journey of the Mayflower and the Pilgrims who set
sail in search of freedom.

Unlike other voyages to the new world, such as those
of Susan Constant, Godspeed, or Ark and Dove,
which were driven by economic expansion or colonial
ambition, the Mayflower carried people who sought
something more profound: the ability to live and
worship freely. Similarly, my parents’ journey was
not about securing a future where I could pursue an
education without barriers and grow up without fear.
Like the pilgrims, they left behind familiarity and
security, stepping into the unknown with nothing but
faith in the opportunities that lay ahead.

The Mayflower was battered by storms, its passengers
confined to tight quarters, enduring sickness and
uncertainty. My parents, too, face countless hardships
upon arriving in the U.S. They struggled with language
barriers, financial instability, and the cultural shock of
an unfamiliar world. Just as the pilgrims had to navigate
an unpredictable land, my parents had to rebuild their
lives from the ground up. Their sacrifices, working

“Fate had  diverted
| )\ the Mayflower, but
| | in doing so, it had

“The Pilgrims’
approach was shaped
by their family-based

long hours, often at jobs far below their qualifications,
where the price they paid to ensure that my future
would be brighter than their past.

When the Mayflower finally reached the shores of
present-day Massachusetts, its passengers did not
have a structured colony waiting for them. Unlike
settlers in Virginia, who arrived with financial backing
and established plans, the Pilgrims had to create their
own society, beginning with the Mayflower compact, a
document that laid the foundation for self-governance.
This act of resilience resonates deeply within me. As a
first-generation Ethiopian American, I have often felt
caught between two worlds, neither fully Ethiopian
nor entirely American. There was no blueprint for
how to navigate this dual identity, I had to create it for
myself. I had to learn how to honor my heritage while
adapting to a culture that sometimes felt foreign.

Yet, just as the Pilgrims found ways to survive and
thrive in a new land, I have learned to embrace
my identity as a bridge between two cultures. My
education has been the key to this journey, giving me
the tools to break barriers and create opportunities
for myself. My parents’ gift, the chance to learn, grow,
and pursue my dreams, has been the foundation of
everything I aspire to achieve.

Like the Mayflower, my journey is still unfolding. But
no matter where the winds take me, I will always carry
a legacy of those who came before me, those who
dared to stand into the unknown so that I could stand
on solid ground.

“America truly
embodies democracy
and diversity. And yet,

forced its passengers
to improvise... The
Mayflower serves as a
reminder that sometimes,
the most significant moments come not
from design or articulate planning, but
from chance. The question is, when fate
shifts our course, do we fight against it,
or do we attempt to build something
new like the Pilgrims so bravely did?”

Kaylee Duda

$500 Prize
Rush Henrietta Senior High School (Henrietta, NY)

settlement, which

prioritized stability
and cooperation over
expansion... While other
colonies were shaped by economic
ambition, the Pilgrims established a
model based on faith and family, laying
the foundation for many of the ideals that
would later define American society.”

Eleonor Martin

$250 Prize
St. Saviour High School (Brooklyn, NY)

when asked about the
founding  documents
and events that gave
rise to these values, we often provide
such answers as the Constitution,
the American Revolution, and the
Declaration of Independence. In reality,
the seed for America’s self-governance
and tolerance was planted more than a
century before, with the voyage of the
Mayflower.”
Hibah Rahman

$250 Prize
Vestal High School (Vestal, NY)
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Mayflower Events Gallery

CousiNs DINNER

The Union Club
March 12, 2025

Lisa Pennington flanked by Mayflower
Hannah Peckham and Cousins
Susan Abanor

Jessica Jennings with Adrian The Gov. Gen. surrounded by members of the Tom and Kate Abel, Bryce Goodwin and
and William daSilva-Burke Stillman family Victor Lirio
ANNUAL MEETING

The Union Club
April 2, 2025

Gov. Emer. Reid Miles, Gov. Emer. Walter Board of Assistants
R Brewster, Anne and Rob Hess with Trip Dorkey, Tom Pike, Steve Madsen, Jamie
Scott Dwyer during his Jessica Jennings Gerard, Justin Abelow, and Sumner Anderson

presentation

/
i |

Todd Hirsh, Ben Shavitz, and Deborah Kapinski with Scott Dwyer, Brandon Sokol, and
Scott Dwyer Sherry and Bruce Laue Stephanie Fields
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The Ball Returns to The University Club!

The Sacietp of Mapflatoer Degeendants

IN THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Save the Date

THE UNIVERSITY CLUB
NEW YORK CITY

'-— SATURDAY, NOVEMBER THE EIGHTH
- -zi TWO THOUSAND TWENTY FIVE

INVITATIONS TO FOLLOW

For more information, or to sponsor a future
Debutante, visit our website by

& scanning the QR code below:
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Remembering Arthur F. Young
Sylvia Magin, Albany Colony Chronicles Editor, Bradford Descendant

he Mayflower Society—especially Albany Colony—

lost a beloved member and significant leader early
this year: Colony Elder Arthur E Young, Jr., of Delmar,
who joined the New York State Mayflower Society
in 1990 as a descendant of William Brewster, passed
away this past January.

Art was our Lieutenant Governor from 1995 until
2003, and he became Albany Colony Elder in May,
2017. He was our Colony Director, Elder, and former
Governor, and Director and Elder of the NYS Society.
His children are all members of Albany Colony: Susan
McCormick of North Greenbush, Elizabeth Waidelich
of Salt Lake City, Utah, and David A. Young of Ravena,
who is our current 2nd Deputy Colony Governor. Art’s
wife, Anne, has been a faithful attendee at our Colony
Luncheon Meetings.

In January, Justin Abelow, Governor of New York
Colony, on behalf of the Board of Assistants, shared:

“Art was dedicated to country and community,
believing in service to others and belonging to many
non-profit organizations throughout the Capital
District ... including: CDTA Board member for 20
years; President of the J.O. Wells Albany Memorial
Hospital Nursing Education Foundation; Director,
Elder and former Governor of the Albany Colony
of Mayflower Descendants; Sons of the American
Revolution member; Sons of Union Veterans of the
Civil War member; President and Director of the Elder
William Brewster Society; Director and Treasurer of
the Capital District Pop Warner Federation; Junior
Chamber International member; Pilgrim John Holland
Society member; Thomas Stanton Society member;
Founders of Jamestown Society member ... Director
and Chairman of Adirondack Swimming, a U.S.
Swimming member, a 40-year Certified Swim Official
for High School and College swimming, a Deck Official
at four Olympic trials, and was recently inducted into
the Adirondack Swimming Hall of Fame. In addition
to Art’s volunteer activities, he had strong civic and

political interests, and was heavily involved in the
local and county Republican political organizations for
more than 20 years.”

Governor Emeritus Stephen Madsen offered the
following message: “Seeing Art Young was always
one of my favorite parts of meetings of the Board of
Assistants of the New York Mayflower Society. Art
served for many years as both the Elder of the New
York State Society and the Elder of the Society’s
Albany Colony ... always an active participant in our
State Society meetings, bringing his wise perspective
to our various deliberations.

“His dedication to the Society’s mission of maintaining
the memory and values of the Pilgrims was perhaps
best shown by the fact that he faithfully attended
meetings of the State Society in New York City, taking
the train down from Albany to New York ... for every
meeting even when he had reached an advanced age
and travel had become challenging for him ... He
was a wonderful man, exemplifying the faithfulness,
hardiness and intrepidity of the Pilgrims. He will be
deeply missed, and fondly remembered. ”

Any descendants of William Bradford also share a
minor connection with Art Young as very distant
cousins. Art was descended from Alice Carpenter
Southworth and her first husband, Edward, while
Bradford’s descendants are from his second marriage
to Alice Southworth in 1623. Bradford’s first wife,
Dorothy, died in a fall from the Mayflower while still in
Plymouth Harbor in 1620. When he got word a couple
of years later that Alice, his former sweetheart, had
been widowed, he sent for her to come from England
to be with him, and the rest is history!

At our Spring Luncheon Meeting on May 3rd, Art
Young’s son, 2nd Deputy Albany Colony Governor
David A. Young, accepted in his father’s honor the 35-
year Membership Longevity Certificate that Art was
entitled to receive in 2025.
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Why I Joined the Society of Mayflower Descendants

Evan Tousey, Brewster Descendant

rowing up, my grandfather would recount his experiences as a sergeant

within the Allied invasion of Europe during World War II. His stories
ranged from happy memories of the friendships he formed with the brave men
he served with to his darkest experience of liberating the Dachau concentration
camp and photographing the atrocities he saw.

Hearing these firsthand accounts of major historical events sparked a lifelong
interest in reading and learning about history. As I grew older, my interests
expanded to include genealogy and researching my family history where I
discovered a potential connection to the Mayflower pilgrims.

My journey to joining the Mayflower Society included a few “dead ends” with
research but also led to a few happy discoveries and a deeper appreciation for
the hardships my early ancestors endured.

When I received my letter from the Mayflower Society in November 2024,
I was ecstatic that years of hard work and research had culminated in my :
membership of such an esteemed organization of similarly enthused historians Evan Tousey and his sisters,
and genealogists. In fact, I was so eager to be involved with the organization, Corinne and Katy

I immediately registered for the Annual Ball and attended with my brother-in-law. Since then, I have introduced
other family members to the Mayflower Society who are eager to join and will be submitting applications soon.

After my grandfather passed, I inherited many of his artifacts from the war, including his Dachau pictures. I
believe he would be proud of the contributions I have made to preserve history by donating the photographs and
artifacts for future scholarship and research to the Nassau County Holocaust Memorial & Tolerance Center and
preserving my family legacy and history through joining the Mayflower Society.

“Why I Joined The Mayflower Society?” is a human interest article that SOMDNY members may participate in. Members are invited to
write and submit an article that shares stories of how they discovered their Mayflower ancestry, why they joined, and why they continue
their membership. Please contact Alexis Morledge to find out how your story can be featured in a future newsletter.

HELP WANTED!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Our Board of Assistants is seeking committed members of our Society to assist in any of these different
functions:
* Newsletters (proof reading, article writing, picture taking at events)
* Social Media (work with Executive Director to post SOMD material from across NY state)
* Data entry (work with Historian and Executive Director to input & update member data)
* Events (work with Events Chair and Executive Director to coordinate event details)
* Co-Historian (work with State Historian to facilitate new membership)

If you would be interested in serving—either singly or on a committee-in any of these functions, or have other
ideas for volunteering, please contact Alexis Morledge at director @mayflowernewyork.org.
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Sahe the Dates
GBOA Texas

General Board of Assistants Annual Meeting
San Antonio, TX
September 4 - 7, 2025

The General Board of Assistants Meeting 2025 is hosted by the Texas SOMD. Their officers and members look
forward to showcasing historic San Antonio and welcoming Mayflower Society members from across the country and
around the world to this extraordinary city! Register at themayflowersociety.org in the Members Only Events section.

Fall Rereptiow

New York, NY
September 17, 2025

71# Mapfloter Ball

New York, NY
November 8, 2025

'@ﬂ Formal invitations to follow




